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It  is  onh  our  not  being  either  afraid  sr.afhamed  ta  appear  in 
Deffnce  of  Liberty,  which  will  give  any  ■-/  us  a  Title  to 
be  ranked  amongfl  Thofe,  tuho  are,  or  dcjign  to  be,  thought 
Lovers  of  it  ;  and  not  the  adhering  to  vain  and  empty 
Names,  when  the  Pretenders  of  them  have  manifejlly  depar^ 
from  thole  Principles,  which  firft  gave  them  their  Efteem 
ayid  Refpecl  amongjl  their  TelLw-Ldhourers  in  this  glorious 
Caiife,  and  piirfue  t\\o^^  Px^Rkcs,  which  h.ive  in  all  Ages 
been  cmjianth  oppofed  b;j  the  Afiertcrs  of  Liberty  and  Le- 
vers  ot  their  Country.  State  of  the  National  Debt. 
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THE 

RIGHT 

O     F 

BRITISH    SUBJECTS, 

To  Petition  and  Apply  to  their  REPRESEN- 
TATIVES, allerted  and  vindicated.  In  a 
Letter. 


To 


S  I  J^, 

Was  extremely  furprized  at  the 
Declaration  you  made,  when  we 
were  laft  together.  I  little  ex- 
pelled you  could  for  any  Conjidc- 
ratiofj,  either  at  prefefjt,  or  in  Ex- 
peSfancy^  have  treated  the  late  Re^ 
folutiojjs  and  Rcqneji  of  the  Citi- 
zens^ Afachants  and  Traders  to  their  Reprefentd- 
tativcs  in  the  Manner  you  did.  If  the  Proceed- 
ings of  thcfc  Gentlemen  arc  not  in  every  Rcfpcdt 
juftifiablc,  I  am  at  a  Lofs  what  Steps  any  ISumbcr 
of  Perfons  arc  to  be  permitted  to  take,  whenever 
they  apprehend  that  the  Trade  and  MaimfaSlurcs^ 
as  well  as  the  Liberty  of  the  whole  Kingdom  arc 
A  a  likely 
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likely  to  be  affe^ed  by  any  Scheme  or  Propofal  in- 
tended to  be  ofiered  to  a  Houfe  of  Commons. 

I  am'  fo  concerned  at  your  Gondud,  that  I  can- 
not refrain  expoftulating  with  you  in  this  publick 
Manner  on  the  Occafion ;  which  I  chufe  to  do,  not 
becaufe  I  think  it  will  be  a  Means  of  inducing  you 
to  alter  your  Meafures  in  promoting  a  Scheme, 
in  which  I  amaiTured  you  have  imharked  your  felf  • 
but  to  fhew\  that  fo  far  is  there  from  being  any 
Foundation  from  what  you  lay  down  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  SuhjeBs  have  a  Rigpjt  to  petition  the 
King,  or  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  the  £- 
leiiors  a  Right  to  make  application  to  their  Repre- 
fentatives.  This  is  a  Mattter  as  certain  and  as  lit- 
tle to  be  contefted  as  any  Thing  in  our  Hiftories  or 
Statute  Books,  which  relates  to  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Gonftitution  of  our  Government. 

I  have  hitherto  efteemed  you  a  Wpjigy  a  Man  of 
Principle^  one  palTionately  devoted  to  promote  the 
publick  Good  and  the  common  Service  of  your 
Country.  One,  who  believed  that  Kings  were  in- 
Ihtuted  for  the  Good  of  the  People,  and  Govern- 
ment ordained  for  the  Sake  of  Thofe,  who  are  to  be 
governed ;  and  that  Britovs  have  a  Right  to  com- 
plain as  well  as  to  be  heard,  whenever  any  Thing 
is  in  Queflion,  which  they  conceive,  if  rendered 
effectual,  "  will  prejudice  the  Trade^  Mamifcifrures 
"  and  Navigation  of  the  Kingdom,  or  indanger 
"  the  Liberty  and  Property  of  the  Subjedls  of 
''  Great  Britain. 

I  hope  you  will  excufe  me  if  I  think  otherwife 
of  you  than  I  have  formerly  done,  and  if  here- 
after I  look  upon  you  to  be  guided  by  Inte- 
rclt,  and  an  Apofatc  irom  thofe  Principles,  to  which 
is  twing  not  only  the  Revolution^  condu(5ted  by» 
the  glorious  ai  d  immortal  King  Williarr?^   but  the 
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Scttlemcat  of  the  Proteflatit  SucccfTion  in  theHoufe 
o{ Hanover  by  the  Adt  of  Parliament  in  bis  Reign. 

Principles  only  are  to  be  regarded  and  not  Men. 
The  one  are  eternally  the  fame,  the  other  are  al- 
moft  conftantly  changing ;  and  he  only  can  make 
a  true  Judgment  in  the  Gonfideration  of  any  iVIat- 
ter,  who  regards  Things  and  not  Perlbns.  Upon 
this  Principle  I  readily  approve  what  Mr.  Oshorne^ 
alias  SocrtittSy  lays  down,  *'  that  it  feenis  reafon- 
"  able  that  Men,  who  have  no  Property,  but  are 
"  abfolutcly  at  the  Will  of  another,  fhould  have 
*'  no  Votes  for  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament.  Nor 
"  indeed  have  they,  in  Eiied',  Votes  j  for  being  ac 
''  the  Will  and  in  the  Power  of  another,  they  muli: 
"  vote  as  he  would  have  them  ^"  and  am  extreme- 
ly plealcd  with  the  Juflncfs  of  a  Quotation  by 
IVlr.  D'AuverSy  "  that  France  was  once  upon  a 
**  right  Foot,  in  Relation  to  its  Liberties;  for  that 
"  they,  who  perufe  their  Hillorics,  will  find  that 
"  arbitrary  Power  did  not  fb  much  bring  in  high 
*'  Taxes,  as  high  Taxes  introduced  arbitrary 
"  Power  \  for  when  that  golden  Idol  of  an  im- 
"  menfc  Revenue  was  kt  up,  all  the  Nation  bow'd 
"  to  it. 

I  fay,  I  approve  what  is  f  lid  by  Mr.  Oshorne, 
and  am  plcaled  with  what  is  quoted  by  Mr.  D' An- 
i:erSy  though  it  is  \ery  well  known  one  is  a  w//;/- 
Jierial  and  the  other  an  anti-niinilhrial  Writer. 
But  I  am  greatly  dii'pleal'cd  when  1  hear  Perfons, 
of  known  Jjfe^ion  to  his  Majcrt)'s  Perfon  and  Go 
vcrnment,  rcprefentcd  as  F.ntniies  to  both,  bccaufe 
they  arc  determined,  with  great  Numbers  of  their 
FelIow-Subjed:s,  as  well  as  FcUovv-Citizcnc-,  Mer- 
chants and  Traders,  "  with  the  utmolt  Unanimity, 
"  and  by  all  dutiful  and  lawful  Methods,  Itrcnuoufly 
"  to  oppoic  an)'  ne'-ju  F.scifc  or  Exterfion  oi  the 
"  Excife  Laws  ij«.der  whatever  Name  ci  Pretence 
"  it  may  be  attempted.  1  his 
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This  is  very  extraordinary  Treatmetit  of  a  Body 
of  Men,  who,  I  am  furc,  ought  to  be  cheriped  and 
ejleemcd  as  the  moll  ufeftil  and  moft  beneficial  of 
any  of  his  Majelty's  Subjedls,  and  who  neither  feek 
or  expedl  any  Foils  or  Preferments,  and  have  no 
other  Thing  in  View,  by  oppoiing  the  intended 
Scheme,  but  to  preferve  their  Trade  and  Lihertyj 
and  quietly  to  reap  the  Fruits  of  their  hofiejl  hi" 
dujiry  ^  and  who  have  not,  in  any  Step  they  have 
taken,  done  any  thing  either  undutifidly  or  illegally <^ 
or  which  they  are  not  fully  j'ljlifyd  in  by  the  Pre- 
cedents of  former  Times. 

I  have  turned  over  fome  of  my  Books  fince  your 
Declaration  and  find  that  as  it  is  our  unquefliona- 
ble  Right,  fo  in  all  Ages  the  Ufage  has  been,  by 
Petition^  to  inform  our  Kings  of  our  Grievances. 

In  the  Reign  of  Edward  II.  and  Edward  III. 
Petitions  were  frequent  for  Redrefs  of  publick 
Grievances,  and  for  Parliaments. 

In  the  5th  Year  of  King  Richard  II.  the  whole 
Body  of  the  Realm  petitioned,  that  the  mojl  wife 
and  able  Men  within  the  Realm  might  he  chofen 
Connfcllors. 

King  Hemy  VIII.  told  his  Subjeds,  then  in 
Arms  againil  him  in  Yorklhire,  that  they  ought  mt 
to  ha've  rehell'dy  hut  to  have  apply  d  themfehes  to 
him  hy  Petition. 

King  James  I.  by  a  Proclamation  publilhed  in 
the  1 2th  Year  of  his  Reign,  begins  thus,  "  The 
"  Complaint  lately  exhibited  to  us  by  certain  No- 
"  blcmcn  and  others  of  our  Kingdom  of  Ireland^ 
"  fuggefling  Diforders  and  Abufes,  as  well  in  the 
"  Proceedings  of  the  late  begun  Parliament,  as  in 
"  the  martial  and  ci\il  Government  of  the  King- 
"  dom,  we  did  receive  with  extraordinary  Grace 
*'  and  Favour. 

And 


(7) 


And  by  another    Proclamation,  in  the  twelfth 
Year  of  his  Reign,   he  declares,     "  That  it  was 
"  the  Right  of  his  Subjeds  to  make  their  imme- 
"  diate  AddrcfTcs  to  him   by  Petition."     And  in 
the   19th  Year  of  his  Reign  he  invites  them  to  it. 
In  the  20th  Year  of  his  Reign  he  tells  his  Peo^ 
pie,     "  That  his  own   and  the  Ears  of  hio  Privy 
*'  Council  did  Hill  continue  open  to  the  juit  Com- 
"  plaints  of  his  People,   and  that  they  were   not 
*'  confined  to  Time  and  Meetings  in   Parliament, 
*'  nor  reftrained  to  particular  Grievances,  not  doubt- 
"  ing  but  that  his  loving   Subjects  would   apply 
*'  themfclves  to  his  Majelty  for  Relief,  to  the  ut- 
*'  ter   abolirtiing   of  all  thofe  private  Whifperings 
^'  and   caufclefs  Rumours,   which  without   giving 
"  his  Majelly  any  Opportunity  ot  Reformation  by 
*'  particular  Knowledge  of  any  Fault,  ferve  to  no 
*'  other  Purpofe  but  to  occalion  and    blow  abroad 
"  Difcontent. 

It  appears  by  the  Journal  1640,  that  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  both  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  Ncminc 
Cojitradiccjjte,  voted  Thanks  to  thofe  Lords,  who 
petitioned  the  King  at  Tbrk  to  call  a  Parliament  ; 
and  the  King,  by  his  Declaration  printed  in  the 
fame  Year,  declares  his  Royal  Will  and  Pleafurc, 
<'  that  all  his  loving  Subjeds,  who  have  any  jull 
"  Caufe  to  prcfcnt  or  complain  of  any  Grievances 
"  or  Opprelfions,  may  freely  addrefs  themfclves, 
"  by  their  humble  Petitions  to  his  ficred  Majelty, 
"  who  will  gracioufly  hear  their  Complaints. 

Soon  after  the  Rejfauraticn^  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  Bucks  made  a  Petitiou^  that  their 
Country  might  not  be  overrun  with  the  King's 
Deer  •  and  the  fime  was  done  by  the  County  of 
Surrey  on  the   like  Occalion. 

In  the  fame  Reign  many  Cities^  Counties  and  Bo- 
roughs pctition'd  his  Majcfty   for  the  culling  and 

the 


(8 


the  fitting  of  a  Parliament  for  the  Redrefs  of  Giie- 
vanccs,  and  to  prcferue  the  Religion  and  Liberties 
of  the  People  o^  England -^  to  confirm  which,  it 
may  be  necclfary  to  give  the  following  Extrad: 
from  a  Book  entitled  An  exaSi  CoJk£fion  of  the 
J)  eh /lies  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ^  held  at  Well- 
miniter  O.^o^r/*  21,  1689. 

Sir   GILBERT  GERRJRD, 

"  X^  crave  Leave  to  mind  you  of  a  great  In- 
*^  j|^  fringemcnt,  which  hath  been  made  of  the 
''  Liberty  of  the  Subjed:  lincc  the  laft  SefTion  of 
"  Parliament.  Sir,  many  good  Proteftants  think- 
*'  ing  it  very  llrange  that  two  Parliaments  Ihould 
"  be  difTolved  without  doing  any  Thing  material 
*'  againll  Popery,  and  a  Third  fo  often  prorogued 
"  in  a  Time  of  fuch  imminent  Danger ;  and  forc- 
*'  feeing  the  Ruin  fuch  Delays  might  bring  upon 
*'  them,  refolvcd  to  petition  his  Majeflyj  and  ac- 
**  cordingly,  in  feveral  Counties  and  Gorporations, 
''  Petitions,  humbly  praying  his  Majelly  to  let  the 
*'  Parliament  fit,  wxre  drawn  up  and  fign'd  by 
''  many  Thoufands  of  his  Majefly^s  good  Subjeds, 
^'  in  a  peaceable  and  quiet  Way,  and  deliver'd  to 
*  his  Majefly  by  no  greater  Number  of  Perfons 
*'  than  is  allow'd.  But  although  this  was  confor- 
"  mablc  to  Law,  and  the  Duty  of  good  Subjeds, 
"  confidering  what  Danger  his  Majeily's  Perfon 
"  and  the  Protcftant  Religion  was  in,  yet  it  was 
<^  traduced  by  his  Majelly  as  fedittoiis  and  tifviul- 
"  t!iOifs  and  forbidden  by  a  Proclamation,  and 
'<  great  Affronts  and  Difcouragements  given  to 
"  fuch,  as  either  promoted  or  delivered  the  fiid 
"  Petitions ;  and  at  laft  feveral  Perfons,  in  many 
"  Places,  were  fet  up  to  ddclare,  at  the  Afnzes  and 

"  other 
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"  other  publick  Places,  an  Ahhorreticy  atid  Dctefla'^ 
"  tion  ot  fuch  Petitioning. 

**  Sir,  I  humbly  conceive  theSuhjecls  ofJLng- 
*'  land  have  an  iindouhted  Right  to  petition  bis 
*'  Majefty  for  the  futing  of  'Parliaments  and  redref- 
*'  y^/(^  oj  Grievances^  and  that  conlidering  the  Cir- 
*'  cuinftances  we  are  under,  wc  have  no  Reafon  to 
"  lofe  it.  If  it  lliould  be  our  Unhappinefs  to  have 
*^  a  Popilh  King,  may  he  not  be  furrounded  with 
**  Popilh  Counfellors,  ^o  as  that  poor  Proteftant 
"  Subjedls  may  be  debarr'd  of  all  other  Ways 
*'  whatfocver  of  making  known  their  Complaints 
*'  to  him,  and  mull  we  lofe  this  too  ?  Sir,  I  tliink 
*'  it  fo  neccllary  and  material  a  Privilege  of  the 
*'  Subject,  as  that  we  ou^ht,  without  Lofs  of 
*'  I'ime,  to  aflert  our  Rights  to  it ;  and  thcrc- 
*'  fore  I  humbly  move  you  to  make  fome  Votes  to  . 
**  that  Purpofe* 

Sir    FRANCIS    JVl NNINGTON 

Mr.  Speaker.    Sir^ 

*•  T"  Am  not  only  of  Opinion  with  that  worthy 
**  JL  Member  that  fpoke  laft,  as  to  making  a  Vote 
*'  for  ajferting  the  Right  of  the  Siihjefi  to  petition 
^*  their  Prince^  but  alio  for  chafiizing  Thofe,  who 
**  have  been  fo  ivicked  and  aboininable  as  to  tra^ 
*'  dace  it  and  abhor  it.  And  to  that  Purpofe,  1 
*'  think,  Sir,  it  will  be  convenient  that  we  find 
''  out  who  advifed  or  drew  that  Proclamation  a- 
**^  gainll  it,  and  examine  how  a  Petition,  that  was 
*'  made  in  Berk/hire,  was  ordered  to  be  taken  off 
"  the  File  at  a  Quarter  ScfTions,  if  worthy  to  be 
"  call'd  fo,  there  being  but  four  Jullices  of  the 
*'  Peace,  and  two  of  them  fuch  obfcurc  Perfons  as 
**  I  cannot  get  their  Names.  And  fo  make  fome 
**  InipcCtion  into  thofe  Addrcllcs,  that  have  been 
B  *'  mads 


(    lO) 

"  made  againfl  Petitioning,  and  by  whom  eontrl- 
"  ved,  fign-d,  or  deliver'^d.  But  this  muft  be  a 
"  Work  of  Time  ;  for  the  prefent  I  humbly  move^ 
"  you  to  pafs  one  Vote  to  aflcrt  the  Right  of  the 
*'  Subjed;  to  'petition  the  King;  another  of  Cen- 
"  fure  on  thofe  Perfons  that  have  traduc'd  it,  and 
*'  appoint  a  Committee  for  your  farther  proceeding 
"  herein. 

Refolved,.  "  That  it  iSy  and  ever  hath  been  the 
''  undonbted  Right  of  the  StibjeBs  of  England  to 
'^^  -petition  the  King  for  the  calling  and  fitting  of 
''  ParliameiitSy  and  redreffing  of  Grievances^ 

Refolved,  "  That  to  traduce  fiich  petitioning  a^ 
*'  a  Violation  of  Duty,  and  to  rtprefent  it  to  hiS' 
"  Majefty  as  tumultuous  or  feditious^  is  to  betray 
"  the  Liberty  of  the  SubjeSf^  and  contributes  to  the 
''  T>eftgn  of  fubverting  the  antienty  legal  Conflitu-' 
"  tion  of  this  Kingdom^  and  introduces  arbitrary 

Refolved,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
"  enquire  after  all fuch  Perfons  that  havs  offendedt- 
''  agdinji  the  Right  of  the  Subjecl. 

SILAS     TlTUS. 

Mr.  Speaker^ 

"  "T  Am  very  glad  thcfe  Votes  ha\'e  pafs^'d  fo- 
«*  JL  unafiimoufly;  for  Popery  and  arbitrary  Go- 
"  -vernment  can  never  be  fet  up  in  this  Nation,  if 
"  we  could  be  fure  of  frequent  Parliaments;  and 
"  therefore  the  aflerting  the  Right  of  the  Subject 
^'  in  any  Thing,  which  tends  to  That,  may  be  of 
^^  great  Ufe  to  this  Nation.  But,  Sir,  feeing  you 
"  have  taken  this  Bufinefs  into  your  Conlid^ration, 
"  I  think  we  may  do  well  to  go  a  little  farther 
"  with  it,  even  at  this  Time.  I  am  informed  fome 
*=*  Members  of  the  Houic  arc  guilty  of  having 

^  aacJi 
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^  adled  contrary  to  thcfe  Votes  ;  and  I  am  of  O^- 
**  nion,  that  as  they  were  not  willing  that  we 
"  fhould  lit  here,  lb  that  we  Ihould  be  as  willino- 
**  not  to  have  them  lit  amongft  us  ;  for  if  it  were 
''  a  great  Grime  in  others,  much  more  in  Thofe, 
^'  that  arc  chofen  to  ailert  the  Rights  and  Liber- 
^'  ties  of  the  People.  It  is  very  unlikely  that  jMen 
'^  of  fuch  Principles  fliould  make  good  Padiamcnt- 
^'  Men  ;  and  I  think  it  will  very  well  coniift  with 
*'  the  Juflice  of  the  Houfe  to  begin  with  a  Refor- 
^*  mation  amongft  ourfelves  ^  and  therefore  I  hum- 
'*  bly  move  we  ma}'  firft   proceed  again  ft  fuch. 

Being  commanded  to  name  fuch  Members,  he 
named  Sir  Fra}icis  JVithitJs^  who,  not  being  in  the 
Houfe,  was  order'd  to  attend  the  next  Day  ;  where, 
after  he  was  heard  in  his  Place,  was  order 'd  to 
withdraw,  and  cenfur'd  to  receive  the  Sentence 
of  the  Houfe  upon  his  Knees,  and  to  be  expcU'd 
the  Houfj. 

This  was  the  Senfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
at  that  Time,  and  by  the  A61  declaring  the  Right 
of  the  Subject  on  the  Revolution,  it  is  enidted 
among  other  Things,  "  That  it  is  the  Right  of 
*'  the  Subjcd  to  petition  the  King ;  and  airCom- 
"  mitments  and  Profecutions  for  fuch  Petitioning 
*'  are  il legal 

Thus  is  ftiewn  the  indubitable  Right  of  the  Sub- 
je6l  to  petition^  but  becaufc  it  will  probably  be  ob- 
jedted,  that  the  Adl  of  the  13th  Car.  II.  Chap.  3. 
may  be  a  Rcftraint  of  that  inherent  Right  in  the 
People •  I  ihall  gi^e  the  Claufes  of  the  Adl  itfelf 
at  full  Length,  which  will  give  us  a  plain  ;ind  in- 
fallible Rule  to  walk  by  in  Petitioning. 

It  is  entitled,  An  AJ  (igdinfi  Tumiilts  and  Dif- 
orckrs  upon  Prttena  of  prepjritig  and  prcfcnting 
pnhlick  Petitions,  or  otbcr  Addre[[}s  to  his  Mjjiffy^ 
or  the  Parliiiment. 

B  ^  And 
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And  the  Preamble  recites^  "  Whereas  it  hath 
^*  been  found  by  flid  Experience,  that  tumultuous 
'^  and  other' diforderly  folliciting  and  procuring  of 
"  Hands  by  private  Perfons  to  Petitions,  Com- 
"  plaints,  Remonltranccs  and  Declarations,  and 
^'  other  AddrefTcs  to  the  King,  or  both  or  either 
'^  Houfes  of  Pariiament,  for  Alteration  of  Matters 
"  ellablifh'd  by  Law,  Redrefs  of  pretended  Grie- 
"  vances  in  Church  or  State,  or  other  publick 
''  Concernments,  have  been  made  Ufe  of  to  fer^e 
*'  the  Ends  of  fad:ious  and  feditious  Perfons,  got- 
*'  ten  into  Power,  to  the  Violation  of  the  publick 
"  Peace  •  and  have  been  a  great  Means  of  unhap- 
"  py  Wars,  Confulions  and  Calamities  in  this  Na- 
"  tion. 

Therefore,  for  preventing  the  like  Milchiefs  for 
the  future,  it  is  enaded,  "  That  no  Perfon  or 
*'  Perfons  vvhatfoever  fliall  from  and  after  the  firft 
*'  Day  Gi  Aiigaji^  1661,  follicit,  labour  or  procure 
*'  the  getting  of  Hands  or  other  Confent  of  any 
"  Perfons  above  the  Number  of  Twenty,  or  more, 
*'  to  any  Petition,  Complaint,  Remonflrance,  De- 
*'  claration  or  other  Add  relies  to  the  King,  or  both 
**  or  either  Houfes  of  Parliament,  for  Alteration 
*'  of  Matters  eliablifhed  by  Law  in  Church  ox 
*'  State,  unlefs  the  Matters  thereof  have  been  firll 
*'  confented  unto  and  ordered  by  three  or  more 
"  Jurtices  of  the  County,  or  by  the  major  Part  of 
*'  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County,  or  Divifion  of 
*'  the  County,  where  the  fam.e  Matter  fhall  arife,  at 
^^  their  publick  Alfizes  or  general  Quarter  Seffions; 
^^  or,  if  arifing  m  Lotnion^  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
"  Aldermen  and  Commons,  in  Common  Council 
"  allembled ;  and  that  no  Perfon  or  Perfons  what- 
*^  foevcr  fliall  repair  to  his  Majeltv,  or  both  or 
^'  cither  Houfes  of  Parliament,  upon  Pretence  of 
^^  prefcnting  or  delivering  any  Petition,  Complaint, 

^     '^  *^  Re= 
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^'  Rcmonftrance  or  Declaration,  or  other  Addref- 
^^  {es,  accompanied  with  cxcelfive  Numbers  of 
^^  People,  at  any  Time,  with  above  the  Number 
'*  often  Perfons,  upon  pain  of  incurring  a  Penalty 
"  not  exceeding  the  Sum  of  \oo  I.  in  Money  and 
"  three  Months  Imprifonment,  without  ]jail  or 
"  Mainprize,  for  every  Oflcnce ;  v/hich  Oilcnce  to 
*'  be  profecuted  at  the  Court  of  King's-Bench,  or 
"  at  the  Affize  or  General  Quarter  Selhon,  within 
"  lix  Months  atter  the  Oticnce  committed  and 
"  proved  by  two  or  more  credible  W  itnellcs.  And 
It  is  provided ,  ''  that  this  Act ,  or  any 
*'  Thing  therein  contained,  lliall  not  be  ccnftrue'd 
*'  to  extend  to  debar  or  hinder  an}'  Perfon  or  Per- 
**  fons,  not  exceeding  the  Number  of  ten  aforefaid, 
*^  to  prefent  any  publick  or  private  Grievance  or 
"  Complaint  to  any  Member  or  Members  of  Par- 
"  liament  after  his  Elcdion,  and  during  the  Con- 
''  tinuance  of  the  Parliament,  or  to  the  King's 
"  Majelly,  for  any  Remedy  to  be  thereunto  had  ; 
"  nor  to  extend  to  any  Addrefs  whatfocvcr  to  his 
"  Majeity,  hy  all,  or  any  of  the  Members  oi'both, 
"  or  either  Houfes  oi^  Parliament,  during  the  Sit- 
"  ting  of  Parliament ;  but  that  they  may  enjoy 
"  their  P^ecdomof  Acccfs  to  his  Majcfty,  as  hcre- 
^*  tofore  hath  been  ufed. 

So  that  by  this  Adl  it  appears,  that  though  the 
Parliament ;  being  willing  to  provide  againft  any  In- 
conveniences, which  might  arife  to  the  Government 
from   tumultuous  Petitioning,    do  not  allow  any 

freat  Numbers  to  petition  for  the  Alteration  of 
.aws,  unlefs  the  Matter  of  the  Petition  be  con- 
fented  to,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  the  Law  directs ; 
yet  that,  neverthclefs,  in  all  other  Oafes  they  leave 
the  Subje(51:  to  their  free  undoubted  Liberty,  as  well 
knowing  that  theic  could  arile  no  poUible  Incon- 
ycniencc  from  it-  but,   on  the  contrary,    that   to 

bar 
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bar  the  People  of  that  humble  Way  of  making  their 
Wants  known  might  force  them  upon  worfc  Ways 
of  doins  it. 

My  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hobart  tells  us,  "  that 
*'  it  is  lawful  for  any  Subje^ft  to  petition  the  King 
"  lor  Redrefs  in  an  humble  and  modeft  Manner. 
"  For,  (lays  he)  Acccfs  to  the  Sovereign  miiji  tjot  be 
"  pat  up  ui  Cafe  of  the  Suljeas  Dijlrefs."  It  was 
one  of  the  Crimes,  for  which  the  Spcjicers  were  ba- 
nilljied  by  Parliament,  that  they  hindred  the  King 
p-om  receiving  and  anfivcring  Petitions  from  great 
Men  and  others ;  and  one  of  the  Articles  againll 
the  Earl  of  Strafford^  that  he  ifflied  out  a  Procla- 
rnation  and  Warrant  of  Reflratnt^  to  inhibit  the 
King's  SiibjeSfs  to  come  to  the  Fountain,  their  So- 
lereign,  to  deliver  the  Complaints  of  their  Wrongs 
und  Opprejfions. 

Mr.  Finch  (late  Earl  of  y^'/^j/or^y'  lays  it  down 
in  the  Biihop's  Trial,  that  it  is  the  Right  oj  all 
People,  that  apprehend  themfelves  aggrieied,  to  ap- 
proach his  Majefly  by  Petition  ;  and  in  the  fame 
Trial,  fays  Sergeant  Levintz,  the  SubjeSls  have  a 
Right  to  petition  the  King  in  all  their  Grievances ; 
fo  fay  all  our  Laz^  Books,  and  fo  fays  the  Statute  of 
13  Cha.  11.  cap.  5.  And  a  Writer,  in  juflifica- 
tion  of  the  People's  petitioning  in  the  Year  1675?, 
thus  exprcileth  himfelf. 

''-  It  never  yet  was  thought  fedltlous,  or  tumul- 
"  tuous  in  any  Government,  for  the  Subjeds,  in 
*'  an  humble  Manner,  to  beg  that  he,  who  has 
*'  the  only  Power  to  do  it,  would  redrefs  our  Grie- 
"  vances.  It  is  the  Way  by  which  we  apply  our 
"  fclves  to  the  King  of  Heaven,  who  knows  all 
"  our  Wants,  and  yet  expeCls  from  us,  that  wc 
'^  Hiould  daily  exprefs  them  to  him  in  humble  Pe- 
"  titions;  and  the  Wifdom  of  the  Church,  which 
•'  has  appointed  Liturgies  and  Forms  oi  Common 

*'  Prayer 
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**  Prayer,  fccms  to  inftrud  us,  that  God  is  plea- 
*'  fed  when  huge  Numbers  join  in  the  fame  Peti- 
*'  tion.  Why  fhould  not  then  fuppliant  Subjects, 
*'  with  like  Humility,  and  in  like  Manner,  addrcfs 
*'  themlelves  to  the  God  on  Earth?  Elpecially, 
'^  llnce  Kings  cannot  know  our  Del  ires,  or  our 
"  Grievances,  till  we  our  lelves  inibrm  them  whuc 
*'  they  are.  I  remember  fome  wieked  CounfcUors 
*'  of  Darius  did  once  obtain  a  Law  to  be  made, 
*'  that  none  fhould  petition  any  one  but  the  King 
"  for  thirty  Days ;  but  there  never  was  yet  found 
*'  fo  abfurd  a  Statefman,  as  to  advife  a  Law,  tpjat 
"  Siibjecis  fljoitki  'nct  fnppUcate  their  Prime.  It  is 
''  probable  it  would  be  well  for  fome  FavouriteSy 
"  who  are  near  a  King,  if  fuch  a  Right  could  be 
"  taken  from  the  People  •  for  then  all  their  falfe 
"  Suggeflions  and  Informations  might  pafs  undil^ 
"  covered ;  but,  it  is  impoffible  that  a  King  fhould 
"  long  be  fafe  in  fuch  a  Condition.  I  will  fuppofc 
^'  a  malicious  Statefman,  intending  to  raife  a  Jea- 
"  luuiy  in  the  Mind  of  the  Sovereign,  fhould  in- 
"  form  him,  in  dangerous  Times,  that  he  was  not 
•'  beloved  by  his  People,  and  that  he  was  not  to 
"  truft  them.  How  could  the  Subje(5i:s,  in  fuch  a 
"  Cafe,  recover  the  Prince's  good  Opinion,  in  the 
"  Abfence  of  a  legal  Reprefcntative,  but  by  hum- 
"  ble  and  aiicdionate  Addrcffes  ?  Or,  fuppofe  fome 
"  good  Protcilant  Prince  lliould  be  fo  untbrtunate, 
"  as  to  have  fome  Counfellors  near  him,  who  are 
''  conceafd,  and  others,  whofe  Crimes  make  them 
"  fear  Parliaments  ;  it  is  eafy  to  fuppofc,  that  the 
"  one  Sort  will  be  filling  his  P^ars  with  Stories, 
"  that  a  gi-eat  Part  of  his  Kingdom  are  inclincil 
"  to  Popery;  and  the  other  Sort,  that  the  belt 
"  of  his  Subjcds  are  quite  out  of  Love  with  Par- 
*'  liaments,  as  fadious  and  Icditious  Allemblics. 
*'  Into  what  unfortunate  Circumltanccs  would  fuch 
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'*  a  Prince  be  apt  to  fall,  if  his  People  were  precfu- 
"  ded  from  addreffing  themfelves,  and  opening 
"  their  Defires  to  him? 

If  then  the  People  o^ Great  Britain  haveaRighfi 
(and  it  appears  this  Right  is  undoubted)  to  petition 
the  King  for  the  Jitting  of  Parliaments,  and  for 
the  Redrcfs  of  all  their  Grievances,  it  will  certainly 
follow  that  they  have  a  Right  to  petition  a  Par- 
liament, fetting  forth  their  Hardiliips  and  Grievan- 
ces :  and  allb  to  lay  before  their  immediate  Repre- 
jentatlvcs  any  Thing,  which  may  be  doing  in  Par- 
liament, or  intended  to  be  brought  into  Parliament, 
that  they  apprehend  either  prejudicial  to  the  Trade, 
Manufactures  and  Navigation,  or  dangerous  to  the 
Liberties  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  The  Ad:  of  13 
Car.  11.  cap.  5.  is  a  Proof  of  This ;  lince  it  is  there 
declared,  "  that  not  any  Thing  therein  contained, 
**  fhall  be  conllrued  to  extend  to  debar,  or  to  hin- 
*'  der  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  not  exceeding  the 
"  Number  of  Ten,  to  prefent  any  publick  or  pri- 
*'  vate  Grievance,  or  Complaint  to  any  Member  or 
*'  Members  ot  Parliament  after  his  Election,  and 
"  during  the  Continuance  of  the  Parliament,  or  to' 
"  the  King's  Majefty,  for  any  Rejnedy  to  be  there- 
"  unto  had. 

And  as  the  People  of  Gr^,^?  Britain  have  a  Right 
of  applying  to  their  Reprefentatives,  relating  to  any 
publick  or  private  Grievance  or  Complaint,  fo  there 
are  numberlefs  Inftances,  which  might  be  produ- 
ced, that  they  have  conflantly  made  Ufe  of  this 
Right  \  but  I  Ihall  content  myfclf  with  only  giving 
the  following  very  remarkable  Applications  of  this 
Kind  of  two  great  Cities,  and  two  confiderablc 
Counties. 
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ito  the  Hofj.  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  Ktjt.  Thomas 
Pilkington,  Alderman^  Sir  Thomas  Player, 
KfJt.  and  William  Love,  Efq-^  late  (and  now 
chofen)  Members  of  Parliament  for  this  Ho* 
murable  City  of  London. 

"  X'X /"E,  the  Citizens  of  this  City  in  common 

"    V  V     -^^^^  aflem.bled,  having  experienced  the 

**  great  and  manifold  Services  of  you,    our   Re- 

prefentatives  in  the  two  lalt  Parliaments,  by  your 

"  faithful  and  unwearied  Endeavours  to  fearch  in- 

"  to,  and  difcover  the  Depth   of  the  horrid  and 

"  hellilTi   Popilh  Plots ;  to    preferve  his  Majefly's 

"  Royal  Perfon,  the  Proteflant  Religion,   and  the 

"  well-eftablifhed  Government  of  this  Realm  ^  to  fe- 

"  cure  the  Meeting  and  Sitting  of  frequent   Par- 

"  liaments  ;  to  affcrt  our  undoubted  Rights  ofpctitio- 

*'  fjingj  and  to  punilh  fuch,  who  would  have  be- 

**  tray'd  thofe  Rights  •  to  promote  the  happy  and 

**  long  vvifl/d-for  Union  amongil  all    his  Majeftv's 

'^  Proteflant  Subjcds  •  to  repeal  the  35th   of  £//- 

<'  zabethy  and  the  Corporation  Adl ;    and   efpeci- 

"  ally  for   what  Progrcfs  hath  been  made  towards 

*'  the  Exclulion   of  all   Popiih    Succeflbrs,   and, 

"  particularly,  oi  J  AMES^  Duke  oi Tork^  whom 

*'  the  Commons  of  England  in  the  two  lall  Par- 

"  liaments,  have  declared,  and  we  arc  greatly  fen- 

**  fible  is  the  principal  Caufe  of  all  the  Ruin  and 

*'  Mifery  impending   thefe  Kingdoms   in  general, 

"  and  this  City  in  particular.     P'or  all  which,  and 

"  other  your  conllant  and  faithful  Management  of 

"  our  Atfairs  in  Parliament,   wc  offer  and  return  to 

"  you  our  moft  hearty  Thanks,  being  confidently 

"  affured  that  ^ou  will  not  confent  to   the  grant- 

"  ing  any  Money-Suppl}',  until  you  have  cffcc- 

"  tually  (ccured   us  againft  Popery   and    arbitrary 

*•'  Power-,  refolving,  (by  divine  AlTillancc)  in  Fur- 

C  "  fuancc 
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"  fuance  of  the  fiimc  Ends,  to  Hand  by  you  with 
"  our  Lives  and  Fortunes. 

7^0  the  Hon.  -iS'/V  William  Pultency,  i^;;^  tS"/>  Wil- 
liam W^allcr,  Knts.  unammoully  defied  Mem' 
Vers  of  the  etifiiifig  Parliarneut  for  the  antient 
Qty  of  W'eftminlter. 

^'  \7t /"E'  ^^^  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and  the 
*'  V  V  Liberties  thereof,  affemblcd,  retaining 
"  a  moll  grateful  and  indelible  Scnfc  of  your  pru- 
*'  dent  Zeal  in  the  late  Parliament,  in  fearching 
"  into  the  Depth  of  the  horrid  and  helliih  Plots 
"  of  the  Papifts  againll:  his  Majefly's  Royal  Perfon, 
^'  the  Protertant  Religion,  and  the  Government  of 
*'  the  Realm,  and  in  endeavouring  to  bring  the 
"  Authors  of  wicked  Councils  to  condign  Punifli- 
''  ment  •  and  rcmcmbring  alfo  your  faithful  Dif- 
*^  charge  of  that  great  Trull  rcpofed  in  you,  in 
**  vindicating  our  undoubted  Right  of  petitioning  his 
*'  Maje/})\  that  Parliamejits  may  fit  for  the  Redrefs 
"  of  our  Grievances  •  ivhich  hereditary  Privilege 
"  fome  had  Men  ivould  have  'wrcjfed  out  of  our 
*'  Hands^  upon  whom  you  have  iet  fuch  a  Jufl 
*'  Brand  of  Ignominy,  as  may  deter  them  from 
^'  the  like  Attempts  for  the  Time  to  come.  And 
*'  farther,  refletfting  upon  your  vigorous  Endea- 
"  vours  to  fccure  to  us  and  our  Pollerity,  thePro- 
*'  felFion  of  the  true  Religion,  by  thofe  juft,  legal 
"  and  necelTary  Expedients,  which  the  great  Wif^ 
^'  dom  of  the  two  lall  Parliaments  fixed  upon,  and 
*'  adhered  to*  do  find  our  felves  obliged  to  make 
*^  our  open  Acknowledgment  of,  and  to  return 
"  our  hearty  Thanks  for  your  eminent  Integrity 
^'  and  Faithfulncfs,  your  indefatigable  Labour  and 
"  Pains  in  the  Prcmifes  ^  not  once  qucllioning,  but 
"  you  will  maintain  the  fame  coed  Spirit  and 
^  ^  ^  "  Zeal 
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^'  Zeal  to  fccurc  his  Majelly's  Royal  Perfon,  and 
*'  to  preferve  to  us  the  Proteftant  Religion  ^whcrc- 
'*  in  all  good  Subje(5ls  have  an  Intcrelt)  againll  the 
"  lecret  and  fubtle  Contrivances,  and  open  Aflauks 
^'  of  the  common  Enemy  ;  as  alio  our  civil  Rights 
*'  and  Properties  againft  the  Incroachments  of  ar- 
"  bitrary  Power.  In  Purfuancc  of  which  great  and 
'*  good  Ends,  we  fliall  always  be  ready,  as  we  are 
"  obliged,  to  adhere  to  you,  our  honoured  Rc- 
"  prefentatives,  with  the  utmolt  Hazard  of  our 
"  Perfons  and  Eftates. 

To  the  Right  Hofj.  the  Lord  Ruflel  and  Sir  Hum- 
phrey Munnox,  elected  Knights  for  the  Shire  of 
Bedford,  ou  the  i^th  of  February,  i68o-i.^ 


"  \T  rtl  E  N  it  pleafed  his  Majefty  to  fummon 
*'    VV     his  Peers  and    Commons,  of  this  his 
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Realm,  to  meet  him  at  IVeJlraii/Jler  in    the   lafl 
*'  Parliament,    we  accordingly  then   chofe  you  to 
'^  a(^  on   our  Behalf-   and  being  abundantly  fa- 
tisfy'd,  not  only  in  your  Courage,  Integrity  and 
Prudence  in  general,  but  alfo  in  your  particular 
Care,   and  faithful,   confcientious     Endeavours. 
I.  To  aflcrt  our  Right  oi  legal  pctirioning  for 
"  Redrefs  of  our  jull  Grievances,  and  to  panilli 
"  thofe,  who  were  Itudious  to  betray  ir.     i.  To 
"  fecure  the  Meeting  and  Sitting  of  frequent  Par- 
*'  liaments  (already  by  Law  provided  for)   for  the 
^'  Prefcrvation  of  our  Lives,  Liberties  and  Eftatcs, 
"  and  for  the  Support  of  his  facred  Majerty,  and 
"  even   of  the   Go\ernmcnt  itfclf.     3.    To  repeal 
"  the  Adt  of  the  35th  of  A7/;s7^^f^,  whereby   all 
"  true  Protellants  might  poilibly,  in  Cafe  oi  a  Po- 
*'  pilh  Succclfor  (from  which   God   oi  his  infinite 
''  Mercy  defend  us)  be  liable  to  utter  Ruin,  Ab- 
"  juration,  and  perpetual  Banillimcnt.    4.  oT  le- 
C  2  cure 
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cure  his  Majefly's  Royal  Perfon.  the  Protcflant 
Religion,  and  well-eftabliihed  Government  of  this 
Realm.  5.  To  deltroy  and  root  out  Popery.  6. 
To  ufe  the  mofl  effectual  Means  conducing  to 
fo  good  an  End,  ziz.  The  Exclulion  of  a  Popifli 
Succellbr,  both  by  Name  and  otherwife.  We 
have  therefore  now  chofen  you  again  to  repre- 
fent  us,  in  like  Manner,  in  this  Parliament  called 
to  be  held  at  Oxford '^  in  full  Truft  and  Confi- 
dence that,  w^ith  the  fame  Courage  and  Integri- 
ty, you  will  perfevere  in  the  fame  good  Endea- 
vours, purfuing  all  Things  that  (by  joint  Ccn- 
lent  of  your  Fellow-Members)  mall  be  found 
for  our  publick  Good  and  Safety  ^  and  in  full 
Aiiurance  that  you.  will  not  confent  to  the  Dif^ 
pofai  of  any  of  our  Money,  till  we  are  efiedlu- 
ally  iecured  againft  Popery  and  arbitrary  Power, 
do  refolve  (by  divine  Affillance)  to  Hand  by 
you  therein. 

4^  To  Arthur  Onflow  and  George  Evelyn,  Efqrs. 
elcBed  Knights  for  the  County  of  Surrey  tn  the 
evfaing  Parliametit  •  iiohofe  Sejjton  is  appointed 
at  Oxon  the  iiji  of  March  16 80-1, 

"  XT/E  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
i<  V  V  Surrey^  having  in  two  former  Parlil- 
'^  ments  chofen  you  to  be  our  Reprefentatives  ; 
"  and  being  fatisfy'd  in  your  Faithfulnefs  and  Care 
*'  to  prefcrve  the  Proteftant  Religion,  his  Majefty's 
*'  royal  Perfon,  the  good  Government  of  the  Na- 
*'  tion  by  Law,  and  in  fecuring  our  Rights  and 
''  Liberties  •  for  your  real  Endeavours  herein  we 
*'  jointly  return  our  hearty  Thanks  *  and  have  now 
*'  chofen  you  again,  to  be  our  Reprefentatives  in 
**  this  Parliament.  And  though  we  have  not  the 
"  leafl  Sufpicion  or  Doubt  of  your  Wifdom  and 

"  Integrity, 
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"  Integrity,  in  adling  for  our  common  Good  (now, 
"  as  we  apprehend,  in  great  Danger)  yet  we  judge 
*'  it  expedient  to  difcover  our  Minds  and  hearty 
*'  Delires  in  the  Particulars  following,  viz, 

"  I.  That  you'll  continue  vigorouflyto  profe- 
*'  cute  the  horrid  Popilli  Plotters,  and  endeavour 
*'  that  they  may  be  brought  to  condign  Punilh- 
*'  ment^  efpecially  all  Sham-Plotters,  which  wc 
^'  efleem  the  worlt  of  Villains. 

"  2.  That  you  will  inlilt  on  a  Bill  for  excluding 
^<  all  Popifh  SuccelTors  to  the  Crown  ;  which  we 
*'  believe  an  effectual  Means  (under  God)  for  pre- 
*'  ferving  the  Proteftant  Religion,  hisMajefty's  Life 
"  and  Tranquility,  with  the  well-eftabliih''d  Go- 
vernment of  the  Kingdom,  and  fecuring  it  to 
our  Poflerity. 

"  3.  That  you  endeavour  pafTing  a  Bill  for  re- 
gulating Eledlions  and  the  Frequency  of  Parlia- 
*'  mcnts,  (  for  difpatching  of  thofe  weighty  Affairs 
''  of  the  Nation  that  Aall  from  Time  to  Time  be 
**  before  them)  which  we  judge  the  belt  Prcvcn- 
^*  tion  of  an  arbitrary  Power. 

*'  4.  That  you  perlevere  in  afferting  our  Right 
*'  of  legal  petitioning,  for  removing  our  jultGric- 
*^  vances,  and  pafs  a  Bill  ( if  there  be  no  Law.) 
*'  to  punifli  fuch  that  fhall  abftruct  it. 

**  5.  That  you  will  ufe  your  utmoft  Endeavours 
*^  to  bring  in  a  Bill  againll  Pluralities  of  Church 
*'  Livings,  Non-ReJidency,  and  fcandalous  Mini- 
**  iters  ;  of  which  there  are  too  many  in  moil 
"  Counties. 

"  6.  That  you  will  endeavour  to  prcfcrve  his 
*'  Majefty's  Perfon,  to  root  cut  Popery,  and  prc- 
^^  vent  arbitrary  Go\  ernment  ;  and  ufe  your  utmoll 
*'  Endeavours  to  unite  his  Majelty's  Protcitant 
"  Subjeds. 


(( 
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"  Lijjlly^  that  j'oii  will  not  confent  to  any  Mo- 
*■'-  ncy  Bill,  till  the  aforcfaid  Particulars  be  cffed- 
^'  ed  •  and  in  fo  doing,  avc  hereby  proniife  to  llaud 
«  by  you^vkhom-^-iv^sapdfortune^^^     '^  o^.a^. 

■^r^  /;'/.;, V  'r/r:.:*r.^---'  -.  /  .  r  ?<y/--.-. /^.,/'■^-v- 
f  •  It  IS  to  the  fame  Purpofe  that  almoft  all  the 
Counties,  Cities  and  Boroughs  apply'd  to  their  Re- 
prcfentativcs  in  the  Year  1681  ^  and  fome  of  them 
jccommended  to  their  Reprefcntatives  the  follow- 
ing Articles. 

"  That  you  will  ufc  your  utmoll  Endeavour  to 
*'  put  a  Brand  upon  thofe  abominable  Monfters, 
"  which  were  Pensioners  in  the  late  long  Par- 
'*  liament,  that  thereby  the  Gemmtiojjs  to  come 
*'  may  be  deterred  from  attempting  the  like  un- 
''  heard-of  Villany. 

'  "  That  fome  Laws  may  be  made  for  the  pre- 
*'  venting  the  ExcefTes,  and  Exorbitances  in  the  E- 
'^  ledtion  of  Members  of  Parliament,  and  of  undue 
"  Returns  •  and  that  fome  effectual  Provilion  may 
''  be  made  for  the  meeting  of  frequent  Parliaments, 
''  and  for  their  fitting  to  redrefsGrlevances  ;  and 
*^  to  make  fuch  whollbme  Eaws~as  Ihall  be  necefla- 
''  ry  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Nation. 

''  That  you  will  purge  out  the  Corruption^ 
*•'  which  abound  in  the  Eledtion  of  Meiribers  to 
*^  ferve  in  Parliament  ;  that  you  will  bo  fparing  of 
''  our  Money  until  we  are  effe6tually  fecured  2- 
^'  gainil  Popery  and  arbitrary  Power;  and  a  fure 
*'  Foundation  laid  01  an  happy  Union  between  the 
^'  King  and  his  People,  by  the  Removal  of  thofe 
''  evil  li/finiments^  who  thro'  private  Interelt  and 
"  Ambition  make  it  their  Bulincfs  to  divide  their  • 
*'  Aficctions. 

This  was  the  Manner   of  the  People's  applying 
to  their  Reprefcntatives  in  former  Times  \  and'  be- 
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caufe  It  may  be  fcen  that  a  Regard  was  had  by  the 
Rcprcfcntativcs  themfclvcs  to  thcfe  timely  and 
right  Applications  of  the  People,  it  may  be  iicccf- 
lary  to  give  the  two  tbllowing  Speeches,  which 
were  made  on  the  Occafion  ;  the  one  by  a  Rcprc- 
fentativc  of  the  City  oi  London^  and  the  other  of 
the  County  of  Bedford. 

Sir    ROBERT    CLATTON. 

"  nr  confefs  I  have  been  full  oi  Expedtation  of 
*'  _1  fome  Expedient  to  fccure  the  Life  of  the 
"  King  and  the  Proteftant  Religion,  without  the 
"  Bill  for  excluding  the  Duke,  B<r.  My  Expeda- 
*•*  tion  is  from  thofe,  who  oppofed  the  Expedient  c^i 
*^  the  Bill  (for  I  can  call  it  no  otherwifc).  I  have 
''  in  my  weak  Judgment  weighed  all  Expedients  I 
''  have  heard  oi,  and  they  i'ecm  to  me  all  to  be 
*'  a  Breach  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  Government, 
*'  and  to  throw  us  into  Diforder  and  Confuiion. 
^^  I  have  heard  it  has  been  an  aiitievt  Ufagc^  that 
*'  Me?7ihers  have  con£iJted  their  Cities,  Boroughs, 
*'  and  Counties  in  any^hiisg  of  Weight,  as  ivcll  as 
*<  Money,  before  they  refvhcd  it.  The  Praffice  was 
*'  good,  and  I  wifh  it  were  continued',  we  can  dif- 
"  charge  our  Triiji  no  better  than  in  cbferving 
"  the  Dire^ion  of  thcfe,  '■joho  ftnt  us  hither.  I  re- 
"  ccivcd  an  Addrcfs  from  the  City  of  London, 
*'  (having  the  Honour  to  be  one  ot  their  Reprc- 
"  fentativcs)  in  the  Mutter  of  this  Bill  oi  cxclu- 
"  ding  the  Duke,  ^c:  I  heartily  wifli  fome  Kx- 
**  pedicnt  may  be  found  out  to  tavc  our  Religion 
*'  without  it.  But  I  muft  purfuc  my  Trull  •  thcrc- 
^'  fore  I  move  a  Bill  may  be  brought  in  to  cx- 
"  elude  all  Popilh  Succclioi^,  and  particular!^' 
'•'  jAMES\)\j^\.QQWork. 

Lord 
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Lord    RUSSEL. 

"  X  Have  the  fame  Obligation  upon  me  as  the 
"  X  worthy  Perfon  that  fpoke  laft,  from  the 
"  County  I  have  the  Honour  to  fcrvc  for.  I  have 
"  been  long  of  Opinion  that  nothing  but  this  Bill 
*'  can  fecure  us  from  Popery.  In  the  long  Par- 
"  liament  'tw^as  faid  that  the  Duke  was  a  Papift, 
''  and  the  Danger  of  his  Power  will  be  more  now, 
"  and  every  Day  informs  us  of  the  fad  Confe- 
"  quences  of  it.  I  fhould  be  glad  if  any  Thing 
"  but  this  Bill  could  fecure  us  ;  I  know  nothing 
''  elfe  can,  and  therefore  I  humbly  move  for  it. 

Thus  have  I  laid  before  you,  in  this  public  Man- 
ner, the  People's  Right  of  petitioning  and  applying 
to  their  Reprcfentatives,  and  I  hope  Ihewn  that 
you  were  as  wrong  in  making  the  Declaration  you 
did,  as  in  having  embarked  your  felf  in  a  Scheme 
fo  uniDerfaUy  difagreeable  to  the  Opinion  and  In- 
clination of  )'our  Fellow  Subjeds,  and  Ihall  not  de- 
tain you  nor  thy  Readers  any  longer  than  to  fub- 
mit  the  following  Paflage,  wrote  by  the  greateji 
Man  *  of  his  Time,  to  yours  and  their  Coniide- 
ration. 

"  A  gradual  Method  of  deilroying  our  Nation's 
*'  Right  is  the  moft  dangerous  in  its  Confequences. 
"  The  Safety,  which  our  Forefathers,  for  many 
"  hundred  Years,  enjoy 'd  under  this  Part  of  the 
"  Law  (Juries)  efpecially,  and  have  tranfmitted 
"  to  us,  is  fo  apparent  to  the  mcaneft  Capacity, 
''  that  whoever  ihall  go  about  to  take  it  away  or 
"  give  it  up,  is  like  to  meet  with  the  Fate  of 
"  Ipmaely  to  have  every  Mans  Hand  againji  him^ 

"  hecanfe 

*  Lord   SOMERS. 
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*'  hecaufe  he  is  againji  e'uevy  Man,  Few  Men  at 
*'  firll  fee  the  Danger  of  little  Changes  in  Funda- 
"  mentals;  and  1  hofe,  who  defign  them,  ufually 
*'  ad  with  fo  much  Craft,  as  belides  the  giving  fpc- 
*'  cious  Reafons,  they  take  great  Care  that  the  true 
*'  Reafon  Ihall  not  appear.  Every  Dcllgn  therefore 
^^  of  changing  the  Conftitution  ought  to  be  moft 
*'  warily  obferved,  and  timely  oppofed ;  and  it  is 
**  the  Intereft  of  the  People,  thatfuch  Fundamen- 
*'  tals  Ihould  be  duly  guarded,  for  whofe  Benefit 
'^  they  were  firH  lb  carefully  laid. 

SIR,  Toars^  ^c. 


The  Counties  and  Corporations  throughout 
England  were  generally  fo  well  fatisfy'd  with  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  the  Parliament,  held  at  Wejiminfter.,  OSfob.  21, 
1680,  prorogued  the  lOth,  and  diilblved  the  i8th 
of  January  Ibllowing,  that  as  foon  as  they  heard 
of  its  Diflblution,  they  refolved  to  chufe  the  very 
fame  Pcrfons  again,  and  contrived  to  make  their 
Elections,  without  putting  the  Gentlemen  chofen 
to  any  Charge,  thereby  to  crufh  the  pernicious 
Pradices  in  the  Choice  of  Members,  which,  by 
the  Continuance  of  one  Parliament  fo  many  Years, 
had  been  introduced  in  that  P>-eign,  not  only  to  the 
Icandalizing  of  the  Nation,  but  the  almoft  deftroy- 
ing  the  very  ConlVitution  of  our  Parliaments.  The 
following  are  Copies  of  four  of  the  many  Letters, 
which  were  wrote  at  that  Time. 


A    LET- 
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^LETTER  0/  7'banks  from  the  Grand  Jury 
cf  the  County  of  Worcefter  to  th  Knights  of 
this  Shire. 

Honoured  SirSy 

WE,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  ^r* 
cejery  at  the  general  Quarter  SefTions  of 
the  Peace  held  for  the  laid  County,  do  hereby,  in 
the  Behalf  of  our  felves,  and  the  County,  for  which 
we  ferve,  return  you  our  moll  hearty  Thanks  for 
your  conftant  and  unwearied  Attendance  upon  the 
Service  of  his  Majefty  and  your  Country,  in  Par- 
liament, in  a  Time  of  fuch  imminent  Danger ;  and 
cfpecially  of  your  Concurrence  in  thofe  Methods, 
that  have  been  taken  for  the  Security  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  facred  Perfon,  the  Protellant  Religion,  and 
the  Properties  of  his  Majelly's  Subjects,  againll  the 
hellilh  Plots  of  the  Papills,  and  their  Adherents  • 
and  we  do  humbly  requeji  your  Continuance^  anq 
fhall  ever  pray  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Perfon  of 
our  moH  gracious  Sovereign,  and  that  God  will 
diredl  and  unite  his  Councils  j  and,  upon  all  Oc- 
eafions,  tellify  what  we  are, 

Honoured  SirSy 

Tour  very  humhle^  ohliged 
and  thankful  Servants, 

This  was  figned  by  all  the  faid  Grand  Jury, 
and  di  reded  to  the  Honourable  Colonel  Samuel 
Sandys  y  and  Thomas  Foley y  Efquires. 

A  LET^ 
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A  LETTER,  from  the  antievt  and  loyal  Bo^ 
rough  of  North- Allerton  in  Yorklhirc,  to  their 
Bttrge£es  in  Parliament, 

Honoured  SirSy 

TH  E  uncxpedled  and  fuJden  News  of  this 
Day's  Port  preventing  us  from  fending  thole 
due  Acknowledgments,  which  the  Greatnefs  of  your 
Services  for  publick  Good  have  merited  from  us, 
we  have  no  better  Way,  now  left  us,  to  exprels 
our  Gratitude,  and  the  higheft  Refentment  of  your 
Adlions  before,  and  in  your  laft  Selfions  of  Par- 
liament, than  to  manifell  our  Approbation  thereof, 
by  an  Affurance,  that  if  aDiffolution  of  this  pre- 
fent  Parliament  happen,  fince  you  have  evidenced 
fo  fufficiently  your  AfIe(5tions  to  his  Majefly's  ro\aI 
Perfon,  and  Endeavours  for  the  prcferving  the 
Protellant  Religion,  our  Laws  and  Liberties,  we 
are  now  refolved,  if  you  are  pleafed  to  continue 
with  us,  to  continue  you  as  our  Reprefentatives  ; 
and  do  therefore  beg  your  Acceptance  thereof  • 
and  farther,  that  you  will  continue  your  Station 
during  this  Prorogation,  faithfully  alfuring  you, 
that  none  of  us  delire  to  give,  or  occalion  the  £x- 
pe^nce  or  Trouble  of  a  Journey  in  order  to  your 
JEleflion  ( if  fuch  happen)  being  fo  fenlible  of  the 
too  great  Expcnce  you  have  been  at  already,  in 
fo  carefully  difcharging  the  Trult  and  Confidence 
rcpofcd  in  you,  by 

Gentlemen', 

loitr  obliged,  and 

faithful  Blends- and  Servants. 

Da  Sign'd 
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Sign  d  by  the  Burgclles  and  Electors  of  N'ortJo-^ 
^Ilertofiy  and  direcflcd  to  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard  and 
Sir  Hemy  Calverly^  Burgefles  for  the  Borough  of 
North'Alkrton  in  Torkpire, 


A  LETTER  from  the  famous  Town  of 
Kingiton  upan  Hull,  to  Sir  Michael  Wharton, 
K»t.  and  William  Gee,  Efq\  EurgeJJh  for  that 
Town  in  tb&  late  Parliament, 

Worthy  Gentkmefty 

WE  underftand  you  have  fignify'd  to  our 
Magillrates  your  Willingnefs  to  rcprefent 
us  in  the  enfuing  Paiii-iment,  and  that  they  have 
gratefully  accepted  oi  your  generous  Offer  ;  which 
if  they  had  communicated  to  us,  our  joint  Com- 
pliance would  have  been  readily  manifefted  ;  for 
wc  are  fo  fenfible  of  your  Integrity  in  the  lare  Par- 
liament, by  your  indefatigable  Care  and  Pains,  in 
endeavouring  the  Security  of  his  Majefty's  facred 
Perfon,  as  alfo  our  Religion  and  Property,  that 
we  cannot  but  rejoyce  you  are  plcafed  again  to 
offer  us  that  Kindncfs,  which  your  former  good 
Service  hath  engaged  us  to  becoiue  Suitors  for. 
We  do  therefore  return  you  our  hearty  Thanks* 
and  you  may  be  confident,  without  your  Appea^ 
rance^  or  the  lead  Charge^  to  have  all  our  Suffra- 
<yes,  Nemine  Contradicente^  and  will,  as  our  Obli- 
gations bind  us,  ftand  by  your  Proceedings,  as  be- 
comes loyal  Subjeds  and  true  Englilhmenj  fub- 
fcribing  ourfelves 

Tour  obliged^  and 

aff'e^icnate  Frie::ds  and  Servants, 

Which 
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Which  was  fubfcribed  by  Matthew  JohnfofJ, 
Efq^  ShcrifTof  the  faid  Town,  and  iii  more  of 
the  moll  emment  BurgcfTes  and  Electors. 

A    LETTER  from  Lewis  </;  Suflex  o/;  ?^« 
//'ib  Occafiou, 

To  their  late  worthy  Reprefentatives^  Richard 
Bridget,  atid  Thomas  Pelham,  Efqrs. 

Gevtlemefi, 

WE  are  fenfible  of  the  great  Trouble  and 
Charge  you  have  been  at,  as  our  Repre- 
fentativcs,  and  oi  your  great  Care  and  Conflancy  ; 
for  which  we  return  you  our  hearty  Thanks,  with 
our  earneft  RequeO,  that  you  would  he  pkafed  ones 
wore  to  favour  us  in  the  fame  Capacity  \  and  you 
will  thereby  much   oblige, 

Tour  faithful 

Friends  and  Servants^ 

This  was  fubfcribed  by  near  150  of  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Lewis  "aforelaid. 

The  next  Houfc  of  Commons,  which  was  fum- 
moned  to  meet  at  Oxford.^  no  looner  aflcmblcd, 
but  a  Member  *  made  a  Speech  to  this  Eficd. 

WHen  there  has  been  Corruption,  and  all 
have  not  done  their  Duty,  you  Ihould  di- 
ilinguilb  and  give  Thanks  to  Them,  that  have.  For- 
merly you  have  done  it  to  Officers  for  doing  their 

Duty 

•    Mr.    SlFINfEN. 
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Duty  in  Suppreflion  of  Popery,  when  thrcrtigh  the 
Corruption  of  the  Times  fome  have  not  done  their 
Duty.  Nothing  is  more  Parliamentary  than  to  re- 
turn Thanks  to  Thofe,  who  have  freely  and  with- 
out Expence  chofen  you  Members  ;  and  I  deiirc 
that  the  Members  fo  eledted  may  be  ordered  to 
fend  their  Thanks  to  Thofe,  who  chofe  them. 

And  the  following  Vote  palled. 

"  It  being  reprefented  to  this  Houfe  by  feve- 

ral  Members,  that  many  Counties,  Cities  and 
Boroughs  have  freely,  without  Charge,  elefted 
many  of  the  Members  in  this  prcfent  Parliac 
ment,  according  to  the  ancient  Conftitution  of 
Election  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  ; 
wherefore  this  Houfe  doth  give  their  Thanks  to 
fiich  Counties^  Cities  aud  Boroughs  for  their  ^•« 
le^ioH, 

FINIS, 


